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Bethlehem Beacon 

November 2015 

 

Pastorôs Ponderings 

Most of us have heard the rule of etiquette which 

states, ñNever talk about politics or religion in public.ò 

I was unable to determine who may have been the first 

person to say this, but it apparently started around 

1879. It seems that within the church there is a parallel 

to this rule - Never talk about stewardship or evangel-

ism. 

 We become very uncomfortable when these two 

topics are brought up. They are subjects that we deem 

as personal and no one needs to know about them but 

us and God. While these are personal matters, we oc-

casionally need a challenge to help us grow in these 

areas. These topics are transformational responses to 

Godôs love for us. 

 I know this may seem like a repeat of my article 

from last month. And I admit that this first part is a 

repeat of sorts. However, I think it bears repeating. 

 The oldest profession in the Bible is not what you 

first think. When God created humanity the first task 

set before them is stewardship. Genesis 2:15 says, 

ñThe LORD God took the man and put him in the gar-

den of Eden to till it and keep it.ò(NRSV) God created 

us to take care of (steward) all that God has created. 

All that we are and all that we have is a gift from God. 

 We are approaching the end of the church year and 

the end of our fiscal year. As I look through the his-

tory of Bethlehem, I notice that usually year after year 

you collectively meet the needs of our spending asso-

ciated with the General Fund. 

 We basically solicit your giving by posting the 

deficit of this fund and hope and pray that the needs 

will be met by year end. Our giving/spending pattern 

seems to be that each year we start with a deficit in 

January and climb out of that until August when we 

have yet another deficit which is generally made up in 

December. Praise God for your faithful response. 

 I would like to challenge you in two ways. First, if 

you are able to spread out your giving across the year 

please do so. Second, consider the point of my last 

article and strive to increase your 

giving by 1% of your income. 

 If the statistics are correct about 

the average giving being only 2%, 

then if we all simply increased our 

giving by 1% of our income, we 

would have an additional $90,000 to 

apply towards mission and ministry. 

This is significant! 

 The second topic is evangelism. Evangelism is 

simply sharing our faith stories with others. We shy 

away from evangelism because it seems like we are 

boasting. It is boasting, but it is boasting in the Lord. 

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 10:17 "Let the one who 

boasts, boast in the Lord." (NRSV) Where would we 

be if our ancestors had not written down their faith 

stories and recorded them in scripture?  

 Jesus sends the disciples forth as he sends us forth 

with the Great Commission. Matthew 28:19 ñGo 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey every-

thing that I have commanded you.ò (NRSV) 

 From my initial visits with you, one of the things 

you cared most about was a desire to have people re-

turn and be with us in worship, mission, and ministry. 

The three most significant things we can do to have 

this happen is - Invite, Invite, and Invite! 

 This is one of the reasons we added the response 

to our sending of ñAnd next week? Bring a friend!ò 

An invitation from you is much more effective be-

cause people expect pastors to invite them. They donôt 

expect you to be so bold. So as is recorded in  

Deuteronomy 31:6 ñBe strong and bold; have 

no fear or dread of them, because it is the LORD your 

God who goes with you; he will not fail you or forsake 

you." (NRSV)  

    Pastor Terry  
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Special Council Meeting 

October 11, 2015 

 
A brief church council meeting was held on Sunday October 11, 2015 following the worship service. A discus-

sion was held concerning the scheduling of an upcoming congregational meeting set for Sunday November 1, 

2015 following the worship service. On a motion by Dean Helberg and a second by Lucas Durham, it was de-

cided to hold a congregational meeting for November 1, 2015 to select a nominating committee and to approve 

a 2016 offering schedule. The motion passed. The motion to adjourn this special council meeting was made by 

Lucas Durham and seconded by Dylan Tietje. The motion passed.       
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane M. Helberg 
Jane M. Helberg 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting 

October 19, 2015 
 The regularly scheduled monthly church council meeting was held on October 19, 2015. Pastor Terry 

Courter welcomed those in attendance and began the devotion time centered on a topic supplied from a ques-

tion submitted by a council member about ghosts. Scriptural references to ghosts were highlighted, as well as 

discussions about All Hallowsô Eve. The devotions concluded with the 23rd Psalm and a prayer. 

 The roll call was taken and 14 members were in attendance. As the September council minutes were re-

corded in the newsletter, a motion to forego the reading of the minutes and to approve the minutes as printed in 

the Beacon was made by Denny Gerken and seconded by Dean Helberg. The motion passed. 

 Sue Garmyn gave the treasurerôs report with financial information, as of September 30, 2015. She ex-

plained various fund balances, with a comparison to some of last yearôs fund balances. A motion to approve 

the treasurerôs report as presented was made by Fred Bockelman and seconded by Lucas Durham. The motion 

passed. 

 Pastor Terry began his report by commenting that Sunday School is off to a good start, noting that the cur-

riculum lines up with the lectionary used in church. He also stated the Finance Committee has met to discuss 

envelopes and the offering schedule. Further, the Evangelism Team has on-going meetings to contact church 

members to invite them to be part of the life of the congregation. Finally, the Constitution Review Committee 

also continues their work on a first rough draft. 

 In other pastoral news, the catechism students have been using their worship notes and interacting with 

their families in the responses. Church attendance is running a little ahead of last year. Pastor Terry will be 

spending time this week with his father in Indiana. There is a Maumee Valley Conference scheduled for 

Thursday November 12, 2015 at 5:30pm at Emanuel Lutheran in Napoleon for any interested congregational 

members. Looking towards next year, Pastor Terry will be in attendance at the rostered leadersô retreat in 

Huron Ohio set for January 19-21, 2016. 

 Kristy Helberg started the Youth Directorôs report with information on the upcoming Pumpkin Fest set for 

Sunday November 1, 2015. Thrivent funds will be used for this event. Trunk or Treat will be held October 25, 

2015 with a community invitation. The high school youth recently had a movie night, and also participated in 

activities in the school house. The junior high youth enjoyed their time at Camp Palmer earlier in the month. 

The Sunday School curriculum is complimenting the church lessons, so there is reinforcement of the materials. 
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There are also on-going projects featuring the books of the Bible. Thrivent Action Team funds will also be util-

ized for future Sunday School activities. A weekly e-mail has been initiated to parents of Bethlehem youth to 

provide timely communication of information and events. This may be expanded in the future. 

 The deacons reported that everything is ñpeachyò, and they will be re-stocking the pew racks with mission 

and ministry cards. The puppet stand set-up was noted for the third Sunday of the month.  

 The trustees reported that the driveways at the church have been patched, and the driveway at the parson-

age still needs repair. Some of the concrete may need to be raised, as uneven sections have developed. Further 

options will be investigated. The research of our church insurance policy shows that the electronics are cov-

ered in the event of a lightning strike. Regarding the school house, it was noted that the window has been re-

paired, and the exterior painting will wait until next year. The furnace in the school house now needs some at-

tention. 

 The elders reported that they have met and continue to meet as they are working through the list of inactive 

members. A pen order will need to be placed soon. A question was raised about placing the cranberry ELW 

hymnals in the pew racks. With 25 ELW hymnals available, it may be necessary to order more. This prospect 

will be re-evaluated in the future. One last note for the elders was the doughnut fellowship for this Sunday Oc-

tober 25, 2015 ï even though there will only be one service at 10am. 

 President-elect Kenny Wiechers commented that the constitution review work is a long process, but he and 

his committee continue their work. 

 Under Old Business, the proposed monitor for the wing will be discussed at the annual meeting in Janu-

ary, 2016. 

 The work on the new church pictorial directory continues as sign-up times are being finalized for next 

weekôs photography sessions. 

 The remainder of Bethlehemôs green hymnals (148) are now being utilized by Emanuel Lutheran Church 

in Napoleon. Previously, 75 hymnals had been donated to the regional jail, and the last ten green hymnals will 

be kept for posterityôs sake. 

 Marc Miller, the ELCA synod representative, was unable to be in attendance earlier this month and has re-

scheduled for January 17, 2016 to discuss funding. 

 The possibility of moving the library to the north wing is still being considered, as more input is needed 

from the Altar Care Committee concerning the sacristy and storage. The trustees will continue these discus-

sions. 

 A potential 2016 Mission Festival speaker is still being researched. 
 

 For the upcoming November 1, 2015 congregational meeting, there will be two items on the agenda: the 

2016 offering schedule and the establishment of the nominating committee. Current council members that will 

serve on this committee will be Denny Gerken, Fred Bockelman, and Gregg Gerken. There are some minor 

changes to the offering schedule that will be explained in detail at the congregational meeting. This revised 

offering schedule was approved for recommendation to the congregation on a motion by Dean Helberg and 

seconded by Greg Bostelman. The motion passed.  

 Under New Business, a motion was made by Lucas Durham to release Ashley Hesterman Martin from 

membership. This motion was seconded by Dylan Tietje, and the motion passed.  

 October 25, 2015 is Reformation Sunday and will include Holy Communion. Kenny Freytag volunteered 

to be the communion helper. 

 The November 12, 2015 Maumee Valley Conference meeting at Emanuel in Napoleon was reviewed, and 

an RSVP is needed very soon. 

 Church secretary Dana Hahnôs hours were reviewed. They had tentatively been set for the summer as Mon-

day and Thursday from 8am-5pm and Wednesday from 8am-noon. On the motion by Fred Bockelman and sec-

onded by Michelle Helberg, it was decided to establish these times as Danaôs regular hours. The motion 

passed.  

 The magazine ñThe Lutheranò and its subscriptions and renewals were discussed. It was decided to provide 

sample copies at the upcoming photography sessions, and then to use the ministry opportunity cards for feed-

back. Currently, there are 37 church families that receive these magazines, at $8.95 for 12 issues per year per 

family. 
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 Pastor Terry informed the council about an ELCA grant opportunity. Bethlehem has been selected as a 

candidate to apply for synod money, as it was noted that Bethlehem has been identified as a fast-growing 

church. Congregational members with any grant-writing expertise or novel ideas will be encouraged to help 

with this endeavor. More details will follow. 

 The Gideons have asked for some presentation time on Sunday November 15, 2015. That request was ap-

proved by Fred Bockelman and seconded by Kenny Wiechers. The motion passed. 

 To conclude new business, it was decided to stay with Portico Gold Plan Plus for the insurance coverage 

for Pastor Terry and Ann Courter on a motion by Dean Helberg and seconded by Greg Bostelman. The motion 

passed. 

 The next church council meeting will be held on Monday November 16, 2015 with the executive commit-

tee at 6:30pm followed by the full council at 7:30pm. The communion helper for October 25, 2015 will be 

Kenny Freytag, and Dawn Gerken will be the communion helper on November 1, 2015. 

 The motion to adjourn was made by Dean Helberg and seconded by Lucas Durham. The motion passed. 

 The meeting closed with various prayers, including those for our collective church members, followed by 

The Lordôs Prayer. 
 

              Respectfully submitted, 

              Jane M. Helberg 
              Jane M. Helberg 

 

 

 

 
General Fund  $     (11,186.03) 

Building Fund                  9.85  

Permanent Improvement Fund          10,820.82  

Memorial Fund           6,548.49  

Scholarship Fund           2,971.07  

Christmas Fund              637.46  

Outreach Fund           1,145.11  

Library Fund              211.05  

Office Machines Fund           4,616.79  

Youth Ministry Leadership Fund           1,741.41  

Parking Lot Fund           7,081.77  

Parsonage Fund         (23,628.76) 

Project Noel Fund           4,605.15  

Roof Fund           3,935.16  

Hymnal Fund           2,423.58  

Total  $      11,932.92  

Treasurerôs Report  - Balances Sept. 30 , 2015 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
Sunday, November 1st  

following worship.  
Purpose  

Election of nominating committee 
Approval of 2016 offering schedule 

2015 Church Council 

 

President  Ken Freytag 
  

President -
Elect  

Ken Wiechers 
  

Secretary  Jane Helberg 

Treasurer  Sue Garmyn 
  

Deacons  Lucas Durham 
Gregg Gerken 

Dylan Tietje 
Ethan Wiechers 

Elders  Michelle Helberg 
Fred Bockelman 

Dean Helberg 
Dawn Gerken 

  
Trustees  Greg Bostelman 

Denny Gerken 
Matt Fronk 

Tom Behnfeldt 
  

Youth Direc-
tor  

Kristy Helberg 

Pastor            Rev. Terry Courter 

PAPER TOWEL TUBES ð The Jr.  

Lutherans are in need of paper towel tubes for 

the candy tubes for Project Noel. There will 

be a box in the Narthex for the collection. We 

usually do around 100 tubes.  Thanks You!!!  
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WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOU 
 

The Congregational Council prays 

monthly for a rotating list of names of 

our church families and send out post-

cards to let those families know that 

you have been on our minds and hearts and in our 

prayers. This list includes those we prayed for at 

the September and October council meetings. 
 

If you would like to join us in praying for those  

families, monthly, listed below are the families 

that we lifted up in prayer this past Council  

meeting.  
 

 September  

ß Tim & Brenda Aschmeier; Ryan, Ethan,  
  & Justin Pahl 

ß Graig, Gabi & Michalla Bachman 
ß Valerie & Jerrod Beard 
ß Robin & Ashley Beiswenger 
ß Pastor Terry & Ann Courter 
ß Glenn & Donna Dunbar 
ß Ken & Wylodene Durham 
ß Brian, Staci & Owen Farmer 
ß Gary, Deb, Shawn & Taylor Fausey 
ß Dale Gerken 
ß Isabel Haase 
ß Gary & Jayna Hammon 
ß Walter & Becky Hardy 
ß John & Karen Helmke 

October 

ß Nick, Teresa, Lauren, Conner & Carley Hermiller 
ß Deanna Lange 
ß Greg & Theresa Leupp 
ß Richard, Charlene & Brooke Lime 
ß Mark & Pam Lymanstall 
ß David & Lisa Owen; Christopher & Sara Buchhop 
ß Emily Palmer & Bailey Wiseman 
ß Kevin, Carrie, Kadyn, Carter & Kenley Radzik 
ß Nathan, Stephanie, Alec & Ella Schaublin 
ß Adam, Renee, Jacob, Parker, Tucker  
  & Kinley Schlade 

ß William, Julie, Brian, Jason & Jeremy Schudel 

ß Tim, Dani, Cali, Levi, Micah & Mackenzie Spring 
ß Greg, Jessica & Evelyn Uland 
ß Nick & Kelley Waisner 

Phase 1 of the new church direc-

tory will be ending with the 

photo sessions scheduled for Oc-

tober 28-31, 2015. 

Phase 2 of the directory will be 

the gathering of pictures. If you 

opted for a submitted picture, 

please deliver a head-and-

shoulder shot of you/your family 

by November 30, 2015 to Michelle Helberg or Jane 

Helberg. Also, if you have any special group or in-

dividual pictures of our church family that you 

would like to have included in the directory, please 

see Jane or Michelle by November 30, 2015.  

 Phase 3 will be the design of the directory itself. 

If you have any creative ideas or would like to be 

involved in any way, please contact Michelle or 

Jane, as well. 

 Thank you to the photo session participants and 

all those who helped host the portrait sessions. All 

of your efforts are greatly appreciated. 

UPDATE 

 

 

 

The ELCA publishes THE LUTHERAN  

MAGAZINE through Augsburg Fortress, once a 

month. There are currently 37 families of Bethle-

hem receiving this magazine. If you are NOT re-

ceiving this magazine and would like to be added to 

the list, please send an e-mail to the church office, 

bethch@bright.net, call the office or fill out a min-

istry op card and indicate you would like to  

receive the magazine and place it in the offering 

plate.  

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PRACTICE!  
 

Itôs that time already! 
 

Christmas Program Practice  

will begin  

Sunday, November 29th 

1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
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BETHLEHEM CONTACTS FOR  
MINISTRY AND SERVICE  

If interested in:  
   KIDZ CLUB      

Jeri Bostelman  
419-758-3554  jbos22@bright.net  

 

JR. LUTHERANS 
For Ages 4-5 through 5th grade  

Dani Spring 
 419-966-1033  danispring@embarqmail.com 

 

JR. HIGH LUTHER LEAGUE  
For 6th, 7th & 8th grade  

Betty Meyer  
through the church office  

 

HIGH SCHOOL LUTHER LEAGUE  
for 9th through 12th grade  

Kristy Helberg 
kristyhe@hotmail.com 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

CATECHISM  
SUMMER SCHOOL 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
Kristy Helberg 

kristyhe@hotmail.com 
PROJECT NOEL 

Carolyn Schlade / Barb Wiechers 
614-406-9107 schlade@bright.net 

 

Contact the Church Office   
419-758-3321  bethch@bright.net 

For  
Lydia Circle  

 

Worship Assistants  
* Readers 

*Sound Technician  
*Projection Technician  

*Greeters 
*Worship Folder Assembly 

*Worship Power Point  
*Assist with Worship FoldersðLarge Text 

 

Shut - in Ministry  
Betty Marihugh 

 

Library  
Millie Meyer through the church office 

PIES!  If you like to bake 

and would like to donate 

pies for the Filling Fall 

Fling, November 7th, please 

sign up on the bulletin 

board outside the church 

office or call Arlene  

Freytag.  

You may bring your pie donations to the church  

before 8 am on the 7th or take them directly to the 

Lutheran Home. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

There are plans to have a Ridgeville Community 

Choir event this Holiday Season.  The concert 

will be Sunday, December 6th at St. John, 

Freedom Twp. (Henry Co. Rd & & 16.)  The 

Junior Choral Society will be joining us this 

year as part of the  

program. 

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE  

 Held at St. John, Freedom Twp. 

Sunday, November 15 ð1:30-3:00 

Tuesday, November 17ð7:00-8:30 

Sunday, November 22 ð 1:30-3:00 

Tuesday, November 24h ð 7:00-8:30 

Tuesday, December 1 ð 7:00 pm 

Bethlehem  

Cantata Practice 

continues Wednesday  

evenings beginning at 7:30 p.m.  

Everyone is welcome to join us! 

mailto:jbos22@bright.net
mailto:danispring@embarqmail.com
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Thank you to everyone who 
participated in Trunk -or -
Treat weather you deco-
rated your ñtrunkò, donated 

candy, brought your children and friends 
to be part of trunk -or -treat, we say thank 
you. It was a great success!  
 

Sunday 

November 1st 

We need bakers and  

tasters.  

Bring you best pumpkin 

dish to church that day 

and enter it in the  

pumpkin fest.  

If you donôt want to bake ð no worries! Come and 

taste and vote on your favorite recipe. 

The Top 3 dishes will be served again on  

Thanksgiving Eve 
 

MENU FOR THE PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  

Bratwurst / Hot Dogs 

Green Beans, Chips 

Pumpkin Desserts 

A free will donation will be accepted for the  

High School Youth 

7th Annual 
Thank you to all who  

participated in  

ñOperation Christmas Childò.  

It was once again a great  

success. We put together 75+ boxes 

to send to children all over the world.  We were able 

to use Thrivent Action Team dollars to help with this 

project. Thank you again to all who participated.  

       God Bless! 

We remember  on this All Saints Day, Sunday,  

November 1st those members of our congregation 

who have entered the church triumphant this year. 

We remember: 

 
Benjamin Jay Behnfeldt 

March 22 2015 
 

Iva May Cordes 
July 3, 2015 

 

Mildred Louise Nagel 
August 4, 2015 

CHRISTMAS ORGAN  

 RECITAL  
to benefit 

 

Tianaôs Wish  
 

Presented by  

Matthew Wachtman 

 

Sunday, November 22nd 

7 pm 
Bethlehem Lutheran ChurchðOkolona 

 


