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Bthlehem

Bethlehem Beacon

Open country, open hearts... Octo ber 20 15

...rootedin God’s grace
...supporting our community
...serving the world
...passingit on
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Pastorébés Ponderings

Discussions about Stewardship are often awkward treasure is there your heart will be
conversations within the church. It seems thatdiscassd so. 0 And | ad
sions about how we spend our time and talents arecheckbook and | will show you -
easier, but when it comes to money we getabit wher e your heart
squeamish. However, In the New Testament, Jesuphrase of a quote that has uncertai| .
offers more wisdom and has more to say about moné&gin but was cited in 1979 by G. k
than any other subj ect Gahesterion awritet. he A Ki

The Old Testament model for the stewardship According to statistics pro-
of our money is a tithe or 10%. This is an easy calcuided by the Barna Group onlyS% of people actu-
lation. Whatever your income is, simply slide the deally tithe and 80% of people give less than 2% of their
mal point one place to the left and that is a tithe. Onecome. These numbers shocked me. Then, | began to
of the more frequent questions asked is whether théhink about how much more ministry and service to
tithe is based on our gross or net income. The ansvagners could be done if everyone tithed.
is yes. Please understand that | am sharing this infor-

In the New Testament, Jesus gets a bit morenation because | was so shocked by the statistics. If
radical. Jesus wants us to recognize that all that wehis information is making you upset or uncomfortable
have and all that we are is a gift from God. Matthew take it to the Lord in prayer. If you are not tithing, |
19: 21, Jesus says t o t hwouldsimphhenocmaage youitd assesg where you aren
perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the moneyour giving and consider increase your giving by
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; tiéf every year until you get there. If you are giving
come, foll ow me. 0 ( NRS MWpgsedon yournetearnings, then | would challenge

Jesus sitting across from the treasury says iyou to increase based on your gross income.

Luke21:24 A He | ooked wup and s dhepainticthis np @e ip deachipgudcords to
ting their gifts into the treasurhe also saw a poor determine who is tithing and who is not. What you

widow put in two small copper coinsHe s a i dgive ié Betweeh you and God. Paul reminds us in 2

| tell you, this poor widow has putin morethanalloEor i nt hi ans 9: 7, H@AEach of
them;” for all of them have contributed out of their made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compul-
abundance, but she out of her poverty has putinals i on, f or God | oves a che:¢
she had to I'ive on. 60 ( NRSMypersonal experience is that | have some-

Lastly, Acts records the behaviors of the how always been blessed when | give to others and to
churchinActs24445, A Al |l who b dhechargheQh Ouigher &1, Naoc-Miller from the
gether and had all things in comménthey would  synod will be here to share how our giving is used in
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the f®synod and share information about the various
ceeds to all, as any had need. (Act 2:44 NRS) ministry and mission opportunities in Northwestern

The technical side of tithing is easy becauseOhio.
most of us can do the math. The adaptive side is
harder. This involves changing our hearts and perhaps PaStO r Te rry
our lifestyles. You heard me quote Matthew and Luke
| ast mont h. Both record Jesus saying AWhere your
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council to attend.
September 21, 2015 Other committee meetings continue to be held,
: : . , with more information to be shared in the future. Pas-
With no church council meeting held in August : . i
: : tor Terry concluded his report with attendance infor-
2015, the September meeting began with the opportu-,. : L

; . o . .mation, stating.that the average attendance is slightly
nity for asking Afaithbo ue I.0nNsS_. astor, errly .
. hle a of  17ast "yearos "aver :
collected these responses, and continued the devotions

with a discussion on tithing. Old and New Testament”" atte_ndance on Labor Day weekend 2015.
. . Kristy Hel berg began the
references were mentioned, as well as stating that ﬁ)on-

versations and sermons about giving can be difficu y reiterating that catechism classes are underway,
. : ._and she shared that Examination has been set for Sun-
A prayer about being wise stewards concluded this

portion of the meeting day April 10, 2016 and then Confirmation will be held
Roll call of 15 members was taken. A motion to the following Sunday, April 17, 2016. She noted that

: .~ the Junior High youth will be serving at the Filling
forego the reading of the July 2015 church council Home this Saturday for the Tapestry of Tables. Sun-

minutes and to accept them as printed inftéacon day School has started, with many thanks to the teach-
was made by Dean Helberg and seconded by Denr‘l% O .
s and the youth for a very good beginning. Junior

Gerken. The motion passed. LuthErrans will be traveling to the corn maze thisDSun-
S r

in ?h;t (tahereGV\?a; arrlla?ftende f)stit gf; t 'el l?offehr-e Elay. he &xternal |roa‘|9n{ing &F the schdol holise had
d b been dela}ﬁed until next year, as ather repairs may he

ing, so the June 2015 treasurer oS T epor t ""Nnee d
revised to reflect this information. Tom Behnfeldt needed ?'rSt’ and Thrivent furiding will be secured. K

made the motion to approve the revision, seconded® BeCiaI ELCA Youth Gathering recap service was held
PP ’ oR’Sunda Segtemb%lr 13, 2|OJﬁS with many gositive
ass : e .t SUr

n

Fred Bockel man. The mOtc'on%)mnent recweoeLookin forward rasareald- er
report continued with Jul yo's § L n O \Wards Pans gre dea ¢

a . .
Dean Helberg made the motion to accept the July ready’underway for'tHe upcoming poinsettia Sale.

The deacons reported that they will be in contact
2015 report as presented, seconded by Denny Ger\‘fﬁfﬁ the,greeters topb sure that e\);er one is aware of
The motion passed. To CyOa IPuyde “t he Erea)éureros
. ) the and thie worship folders.
the finances for August 2015 were discussed, showmg.l_he trustees reported that patch and repair work
more expenses than receipts for the month. Lucas D P b P

will need to be done on the concrete at the approach to

ham made the motion, seconded by Dylan Tiege, t(%he church driveway and also at the parsonage drive-
accept the August 2015 trlgasure QS wad dis %k iSq pidovi- €
The motion passed way. Property insurance was discussed showing provi-
P : sion comParis?cr)]ns aor the ,E’?St few %ears..Coverage for
nc.rude o[ Mma n

Pastor Terryos report eléctioRics th the évent ofaligh{nlng sEriu(e(\)Niﬂ be’ t

summer mieweek services, and the attendance of our
o ‘esearched.
Bethlehem members at the other area Mission Festi- . .
The elders were informed that 30 of the visitor

vals. He mentioned presiding at a funeral and at a : :
pens remain, and it may be necessary to order more.

wedding. The catechism and confirmation classes L X : ;
. : Plans for contacting inactive members will be detailed
have begun, and this year, the youth are being asked.1o : " :
fter tonightoés council s

take worship notes. The congregation is also invited-to .
e R .. erry and the elders. There was also a reminder about
participate in this activity, as well. Adult study on

Sunday mornings began on September 20, 2015 ahé?s“’.‘g the ppcoming doughnut and fellowship time
the class is led by Pastor Terry, meeting from 9am or this coming Sunday. . . N
Kenny Wiechers noted in the president ect 6 s

9:45 am. Future pastoral events include Trinity Dayfsorma ion that there, is egoing work concerning the

on September225, 2015 and a r osE (s Ezd' | 'SeP20 G WO &9 L §s i
Constitution Review, but moré committee discussion

treat set for January 181, 2016. The Maumee Va\IIe)ﬁme is needed

Conference will be meeting with the Bishop at - .

Emanuel Lutheran in Napoleon at 5:30pm on Novem- Under old business, the $1,000 pledge for the wing

: . ~manitor is still available, but a recent quote revealed
ber 12, 2015. Our congregational members are mw'{%‘ét it could take nearly $2,500 in additional funds to

r
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accomplish this task. More details will be researched. The next church council meeting will be held
A church directory update was provided, as the Monday October 19, 2015 with the executive com-
photo session sigap is well underway. Submitted  mittee at 6:30pm and the full council at 7:30pm. The
pictures and those related costs were also mentionedommunion helper for Sunday October 4, 2015 will
In the disposition of the green hymnals, itwas be Greg Bostelman.
noted that the Northwest Ohio Regional Jail will be With no further business to discuss, the motion to
using 75 of our hymnals in their ministry outreach  adjourn was made by Lucas Durham and seconded
program. Other outlets are still being investigated forby Sue Garmyn. The motion passed.
the remaining 150 green hymnals. Please contact any Pastor Terry remarked that, as of the July, all of
church council member with your suggestions. our church members have been individually and col-
Marc Miller, a synod representative, will provide dectively prayed for at our council meetings, and we
temple talk on Sunday October 11, 2015 with a focusre now beginning the second round. Following
on allocation of funds. those prayers, the meeting closed With e L or d 6
A new cabinet for the altar cloths is now in place Prayer.
in the north wing, with many thanks to Shawn
Hammon for his craftsmanship. The possibility of )
moving the library from the church basement to the ~ €Spectfully submitted,
north wing was again discJl#eMlelbess this past sum
flood was recalled.

Possible Mission Festival 2016 speakers were 2015 Church Council
discussed, but more possibilities will be investigated. o o Ken Ereytan
Under new business, the release of Kyle Hester-
man from our church membership was granted on a President - Ken Wiechers
motion by Dean Helberg and seconded by Tom Elect
Behnfeldt. It was noted that Kyle and his family are SEeigtary Jang;Helbeng
now living in the Columbus area. The motion passed. Treasurer Sue Garmyn
A facility-use permit was granted to Matthew S o sy
Wachtman for Sunday November 22, 2015 for a Gregg Gerken
holiday concert set for 7pm, on a motion by Michelle Dylan Tietje
Helberg, and seconded by Dawn Gerken. The concert, R hehgs
with freewill donations and possible light refresh- Elders Michelle Helberg
ments, will benefit ATi an Fr‘g’egﬁcﬁ:&"’;g i on
passed. Dawn Gerken
The recipe for communion bread is argwing
process, as a glutdree version is being explored. TR Gggnﬁsséﬂmzﬂ
The Lydia Circle is continuing their work on this pro- Matt Fronk
ject. Tom Behnfeldt
On a motion by Dean Helberg and secoqded by O Bicaetat fersey Hz Bty
Dylan Tietje, Bethlehem Lutheran Church will enter
into an agreement with CareWorksComp along with REIGE REVE SIS e
ot her churches for wor kma Our
church will pay $131 to save $418. The motion
passed.
The prepay arrangement with Kinsman Propane sossssIssIIIIIIIII
for the churchos account% WHIbHSéﬁOdL“Y’OLﬁI’FIrNIGrH?SE%” o
It was noted that when the Mission Festival stand% OCTOBER 11TH .
was put away this year that several of the bolts and _ _
other hardware may need some attention, as well as 5:30-7:30 %
the stand possibly needing a new paint job. This pain IN THE .
ing project may be able to be combined with the K SCHOOL HOUSE »
school house painting for next year. & .
Upgsssssssssssssssss\

3



?
\
|
J

U
i

BETHLEHEM CONTACTS FOR
MINISTRY AND SERVICE
If interested in:
KIDZ CLUB
Jeri Bostelman
4197583554 jbos22@bright.net

JR. LUTHERANS
For Ages 4-5 through 5th grade
Dani Spring

419966-1033 danispring@embargmail.com

JR. HIGH LUTHER LEAGUE
For 6th, 7th & 8th grade
Betty Meyer
through the church office

HIGH SCHOOL LUTHER LEAGUE
for 9th through 12th grade
Kristy Helberg
kristyhe@hotmail.com

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
SUMMER SCHOOL

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Kristy Helberg
kristyhe@hotmail.com
PROJECT NOEL
Carolyn Schlade / Barb Wiechers
614-406-9107 schlade@bright.net

Contact the Church Office
419-758-3321 bethch@bright.net
For
Lydia Circle

Worship Assistants
* Readers
*Sound Technician
*Projection Technician
*Greeters
*Worship Folder Assembly
*Worship Power Point

*Assist with Worship Foldersd Large Text

Shut -in Ministry
Betty Marihugh

Library

Millie Meyer through the church office

L
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Exciting News!How long has it
been since you and/or your fam-
ily were professionally photo-

ot

graphed? Plan now and you will
clllll'ch have a memorable portrait. The
_Pl““ﬂ photographer recommends wear-
DIreciory ing bright colors as the most

photogenic, and the background

will be bluegrey. It is suggested
to avoid prints and plaids, if possible. There will be
one more sigiup time on October 4, 2015 both be-
fore and after worship.

The photo sessions are set for the last four days of
October. Only one short trip to the church will as-
sure that you will be part of our pictorial directory.
The whole process takes about 45 minutes to one
hour.

The online schedule has now been turned on. Sim-
ply, go to the Universal websiteww.ucdir.com

and click on the yellow sunburst icon, enter
OH1764 in the church code field and enter beth1 in
the church password field. Follow the prompts to
schedule your appointment time.

Each person/family photographed receives a com-
plimentary 8X10 portrait to be sent postage free to
your home. Plus, you will receive a complimentary
directory. Please, remembeuyr church directory
will be incomplete without YOU!

Tr easur er 0Balanés Adugustt3dl, 201'5

General Fund $ (8,972.64)
Building Fund 6,235.85
Permanent Improvement
Fund 10,820.82
Memorial Fund 6,548.49
Scholarship Fund 2,971.07
Christmas Fund 537.46
Outreach Fund 1,145.11
Library Fund 211.05
Office Machines Fund 4,616.79
Youth Ministry Leader-
ship Fund 1,741.41
Parking Lot Fund 6,156.77
Parsonage Fund (24,199.19)
Project Noel Fund 4,555.15
Roof Fund 3,935.16
Hymnal Fund 2,423.58
Total $ 18,726.88
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KICK -OFF
Sunday, October 4th

We will pass out boxes and literature

RETURN BOXES8 November 1st
OCTOBER 25’ 2015 Filled boxes should be returned by
4:000 5:00 P.M. November 1st
Cars need to be in place by 3:30 SORT AND PACK BOXES
We will Trunk or Treat from November 8 and 11
4-5 pm DELIVER BOXES TO LIBERTY CENTER
Week of November 15th
There will be cookies and drinks
in the basement foIIowing. We filled 75 boxes last year our goal
was 50! Let 0s see if
number.
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Decorate a vehicle and donate treats TO FILL THE BOXES
Donate treats (Boxes will be provided)
(candy, cookies, etc. to pass out) Start with a Awowo t

Help in the kitchen with refreshments hygiene items, school supplies, small

Donate cookies to serve in basement toys.
We will also be inviting MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Bethlehem on the Ridge *Help pass out boxes /literature

St . Mar kos *Fill a shoebox
St. Paul 6s Napol :o rPuiichage.items to putin a box
*Donate money to help with shipping
Several of their members have shown an ($7 per box)
interest in coming and decorating their *Help sort and pack boxes to ship

Atrunkso to tr eke *Rray fohchildrensamund the world
and this ministry
If you have any questions, please contact

Jeri Bostelman or the church office. Fill out a Ministry Op Card during church and
write what you would like to help with and

We hope to see all the little ones out in thei place itin the offering plate

costumes!
NO scary costumes please.



