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Bethlehem Beacon 

February 2016 

 

Pastor Terry 

 As we enter into the month of February, Lent is 
just around the corner. Lent is early again this year 
starting with Ash Wednesday on February 10. During 
this Lenten Season, I am asking you to prayerfully 
consider being present at our Wednesday Midweek 
Services. I donôt know if you made any New Yearôs 
resolutions or not, but I would encourage you to be 
more committed to the body of Christ by being pre-
sent at as many worship opportunities that you can. 
We are always better when come together in the 
name of the Lord. 
 As I mentioned in last monthôs article, I will be do-
ing a sermon series on Radical Discipleship . This 
year, I will be using this theme as our focus during 
these midweek Lenten Services. This theme began 
forming in me as I prepared my sermon for the 3rd 
week of Advent. Since that time, I continue to be 
moved by the Holy Spirit to find a time to reflect with 
you on how it is that our lives continue to be trans-
formed as disciples of Jesus.  
 The primary resource that we use for worship 
planning, Sundays and Seasons, suggested a plan for 
midweek services that was in line with my inspiration. 
For me this was not coincidence. It was a God inci-
dent. It was affirmation that we need to look deeper at 
the spiritual practices in our daily lives and consider 
how radical it truly is to be a disciple of Jesus in this 
day and age.  

¶ The major sub-themes we will be looking at are: 

¶ Living among Godôs faithful people 

¶ Hearing the Word of God and Sharing the Lordôs 
Supper 

¶ Proclaiming the Good News 

¶ Serving Others 

¶ Striving for Justice and Peace 

 You might recognize these sub-themes as the 
promises we make in our Baptismal Liturgy. The Con-
firmation Class that I am teaching has also focused 
on these promises and our young adults are looking 
closer at them and discerning how it is that they will 
respond to these promises as they begin to take on 
the responsibility for the maturation of their faith lives. 

This was the third piece that con-
firmed in me that we should look 
closer at the idea of Radical Disci-
pleship  and its implications for our 
daily lives. In that regard I am hoping 
to host a Saturday morning fellow-
ship called Breakfast and Bibles on 
the first Saturday of the month start-
ing in March. 
 And just as a reminder, parents 
who believe that their children are ready to commune 
will have the opportunity for their children to receive 
First Communion instruction this year. As we begin 
our Open Communion practice, the Lordôs Table will 
be open to all based on their faith and not on their age 
which is more in line with scripture and our Lutheran 
Confessional documents. 
 First Communion instruction will be held for two 
weeks on Wednesdays, March 9 and 16 beginning at 
6:30 and end just prior to our Midweek Lenten wor-
ship. We then will have First Communion on Maundy 
Thursday which is the day that we celebrate the insti-
tution of the Lordôs Supper. We will have sign-ups 
closer to the time or you can simply let me know if you 
want  your children to be involved in this training. 
 I would ask that you would especially pray for 
Gabe Fronk, Sydney Gerken, Nick Helmke, Sierra 
Kruse, and Levi Spring as they prepare for their Ex-
amination and Confirmation. The Examination will be 
Sunday, March 10th and Confirmation will be on Sun-
day, March 17th.  
 My prayer for Bethlehem continues to be that 
Radical Discipleship becomes a way of life for. God 
has blessed this congregation with a faithful history 
and openness to the Holy Spiritôs lead. Please con-
tinue to be in prayer and discernment for where it is 
that God is leading us and how we can continue to be 
a significant witness of the gospel to the communities 
that surround us and a place where all people can 
come to know the unconditional love of God through 
our Lord Jesus. 
  

Blessings to you all! 

  



2 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
January 18, 2016 

The first church council meeting of the new year was held on Monday January 18, 2016, and President Kenny 

Freytag called the meeting to order. Pastor Terry Courter referenced the synod visit yesterday of Pastor Marc 

Miller, and this began the devotional time of the meeting.  A council-submitted faith question was the basis for 

the discussion: ñIs the ELCA going in the right direction?ò The devotional time concluded with scripture read-

ings and prayer. 

 The roll call of 12 members was taken. A motion to forego the reading of the December 2015 church coun-

cil meeting minutes and to accept them as printed in the Beacon was made by Lucas Durham. Fred Bockelman 

seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 

 Sue Garmyn presented the churchôs financial information, as of December 31, 2015. She noted a transfer 

from a repairs account into a water damage account for the carpet cleaning in the church basement. She com-

mented that she will begin taking the parsonage insurance expenses from the parsonage fund. She mentioned 

two deliveries of propane so far, and she noted that the 2015 general fund revenue was higher than the previ-

ous year. Sue also stated that the Finance Committee had met recently to review the documentation of fi-

nances, and later she commented on the savings of over $800 in copy paper use for this year compared to last 

year. A motion by Tom Behnfeldt and a second by Dylan Tietje was made to accept the treasurerôs report, as 

presented. The motion passed. 

 Pastor Terry began his report with a plan for the council to meet in March 2016 to focus on visioning. 

Where do we see our church in 5 years? 10 years? He noted that the average worship attendance is increasing 

(2013 = 140, 2014 = 160, 2015 = 165), and he appreciates the steady pace of visitors each month. He noted the 

giving of the congregation towards the end of 2015, as the general fund finished in the black. The work on the 

constitution review continues, as does the work of the Evangelism Team to identify church family members 

who may appreciate additional contact. 

 The confirmation classes have begun with Confirmation Sunday set for April 17, 2016 preceded with Ex-

amination Sunday on April 10, 2016. Please keep our 8th grade catechism students in your prayers: Gabe 

Fronk, Sydney Gerken, Nick Helmke, Sierra Kruse, and Levi Spring. 

 Additionally, First Communion classes will be held along with the confirmation classes on the Wednes-

days of March 9th & 16th. Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016 will be First Communion. 

 Finally, Pastor Terry reminded council that he would be attending the annual rostered leaders retreat for the 

next three days, and he noted that Kristy Helberg would be leading the catechism class in his absence. 

 In the Youth Directorôs report, Kristy Helberg told the council about ñNazarethò. This is the current Sun-

day School theme to explore the life and times of Jesus as a young boy. It is based on a Vacation Bible School 

format and will be used during this month of January. 

 The High School Youth group participated in ñReach Outò held last evening. This event was sponsored by 

several area FCA organizations (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) with several Bethlehem youth in leadership 

roles. The high school youth will also be planning the chili luncheon in advance of the January 31, 2016 an-

nual meeting. Daryl Neff is assisting with Thrivent Action Team funding. 

 On January 24, 2016 the junior high youth will be enjoying a laser tag excursion, and they are also plan-

ning for the Valentineôs meal ï which is actually scheduled right on Valentineôs Day this year. 

 The Junior Lutherans are planning for a movie and crafts during the congregationôs annual meeting with 

supervision from some of our teens. There will also be an outing for swimming, set for February 14, 2016.  

 Kristy concluded her report with her thanks to everyone who made the Christmas Eve service and the sea-

son, itself, such a success. 

 The deacons reported that ñeverythingôs peachyò, as their documented process for the offering accounting 

is going well. They will continue to check the pews for cards and pencils for upcoming Communion opportu-

nities. Additionally, they will be helping with the ballots for the annual meeting and assisting to find another 



3 

person for the Altar Care Committee.  

 The trustees reported that certain items on the agenda are waiting for spring/summer weather: patch/repair 

of driveways at church and the parsonage, as well as painting the school house. It was later mentioned to in-

clude the painting of the Mission Festival stand on this to-do list. The light on the church marquee has been 

replaced. Work continues on the build-up of the water levee, and light fixtures for the parsonage will be re-

placed. The entire library has been moved from the church basement to the north wing. Some excess items 

have also accumulated in the north wing, and these will need to find a new home. Many thanks were extended 

to the trustees for their efforts, especially for helping when the manger scene blew over. The trustees will also 

be checking on the lawn mower for any upcoming service needs. 

 The elders are continuing to work on contact information for inactive members and to help correct some of 

the information on the addresses and phone numbers of church members in our database. 

 President-elect Kenny Wiechers commented that the typing of the proposed constitutional changes is un-

derway, and he is hopeful for a February 2016 review. A question was asked about the possibility of placing 

the names of any out-going council members on the ballot, in order to continue serving in the same capacity. It 

was explained that, as the constitution now stands, only the treasurer position can be filled consecutively by 

the same person. 

 Under old business, President Kenny Freytag will contact Bruce Hesterman about the details for the pres-

entation at the annual meeting about the information concerning the proposed wing monitor. 

 In the church directory update, final pictures are being gathered, and a possible theme has been proposed. 

Format and cover choices are being discussed. An accurate updated roster will be needed before the rough 

draft of the church directory can be submitted. 

 The synod rep visit occurred yesterday, and the move of the library is now complete. 

 A potential Mission Festival 2016 speaker has been contacted, but a final answer has not been received, as 

of yet. 

 From the November 2015 council meeting, various health items, such as a stethoscope, AED (automatic 

external defibrillator), and possibly a blood pressure cuff were all discussed. Grants from a local fire depart-

ment have been explored, but these will not be possible. It was noted that training will be required for the 

AED, and there may be a need for more than one AED (different levels of the church building). No action was 

taken. 

 A final old business item was the mention of advertising for the Christmas season services. 

 Under new business, the agenda for the annual congregational meeting scheduled for January 31, 2016 

was set with input from council. 

 The salary discussions for the office administrator (Dana Hahn), the Youth Director (Kristy Helberg), and 

Pastor Terry were part of the next agenda item. 

 With input from Pastor Terry, a motion was made by Kenny Wiechers to maintain Danaôs pay at the cur-

rent rate of $12.60 per hour and to include again a one-week (20 hours) paid vacation. Fred Bockelman sec-

onded the motion, and the motion passed. 

 With input from the Youth Ministry Team and their evaluations of Kristy, various rankings and ratings 

were explained to the council. With Kristy out of the room, her goals and accomplishments were further dis-

cussed. Pastor Terry included information about synod guidelines for a youth director with 8 years of experi-

ence. Michelle Helberg made a motion to recommend to the congregation that Kristy Helberg should receive a 

5% raise. This motion was seconded by Lucas Durham, and the motion passed. 

 Pastor Terry next left the room for the council discussion of his pay package. Treasurer Sue Garmyn dis-

tributed information concerning synod guidelines regarding housing allowances, base salary information, and 

other benefits. Previously, the Mutual Ministry Team provided input as to their on-going time spent with Pas-

tor Terry. The executive committee also met prior to this evening to review all of the accumulated information. 

On a motion by Fred Bockelman and seconded by Greg Bostelman, it was decided to recommend to the con-

gregation that Pastor Terry would move to step 7 on the Recommended 2016 Clergy Salary Guidelines for the 

Northwestern Ohio Synod ELCA, as presented. These details will be shared with the congregation at the annual 

meeting. The motion passed. 

     Continued on page 4  - Council 
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2015 Church Council 

 

President  Ken Freytag 
  

President -Elect  Ken Wiechers 
  

Secretary  Jane Helberg 

Treasurer  Sue Garmyn 
  

Deacons  Lucas Durham 
Gregg Gerken 

Dylan Tietje 
Ethan Wiechers 

Elders  Michelle Helberg 
Fred Bockelman 

Dean Helberg 
Dawn Gerken 

  
Trustees  Greg Bostelman 

Denny Gerken 
Matt Fronk 

Tom Behnfeldt 
  

Youth Director  Kristy Helberg 

Pastor            Rev. Terry Courter 

 

WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOU 
 

The Congregational Council prays 

monthly for a rotating list of names of 

our church families and send out post-

cards to let those families know that 

you have been on our minds and hearts and in our 

prayers. We prayed for the following families at 

the council meeting. 
 

If you would like to join us in praying for those  

families, monthly, listed below are the families 

that we lifted up in prayer this past Council  

meeting.  
 

ß Cheryl Helberg 
ß Lynda Sobieck-Sheets, Nathan & Chase Sobieck 
ß Barb Wiechers 
ß Scott Bostelman 
ß Dan & Linda Helberg 
ß Robert & Pam Brown 
ß Ted, Linda, Charlie & Molly Stover 
ß Florence Willeman 
ß Norma Bostelman 
ß Michael Prigge 
ß Loren & Jean Plassman 
ß Rita Wagner & Justin 
ß Steve, Amy & Kylee Drewes 
ß Tom Wiemken 
ß Mike, Gwenn & Jonathan Haller 
ß Marvin & Shirley Gebers 
ß Brad, Julie, Scott & Payton Wilkerson 
ß Gary, Dawn, Kelsey & Sydney Gerken 

Our Christian Sympathy to the  

family of Carmen Wiechers who 

passed away January 6th. Carmenôs 

funeral was here on January 10th. 

May God give you peace in this time 

of sorrow. 

 

A section of last monthôs message was cut off, so 

portions of this notice may be a repeat. All picture 

orders from Octoberôs photo sessions should be de-

livered. If you were photographed for the directory 

and have not received your pictures, please contact 

Michelle Helberg or Jane Helberg. A design meeting 

was held recently, and church life photos are still 

being gathered. Work continues, at this time, for the 

planning of the lay-out for the new church directory. 

Council continued . . . 

Looking ahead, the communion helper for Sunday 

February 7, 2016 will be Tom Behnfeldt. The next 

church council meeting will be held on Monday Feb-

ruary 15, 2016 with executive committee at 6:30pm 

and the full council at 7:30pm. 

 The motion to adjourn was made by Lucas Dur-

ham, seconded by Dylan Tietje. The motion passed. 

President Kenny Freytag thanked those in attendance 

for their efforts. 

 The meeting concluded with collective prayers 

for our church members, followed by The Lordôs 

Prayer. 

     Respectfully submitted, 

    Jane M. Helberg 
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BETHLEHEM CONTACTS FOR  
MINISTRY AND SERVICE  

If interested in:  
   KIDZ CLUB      

Jeri Bostelman  
419-758-3554  jbos22@bright.net  

 

JR. LUTHERANS 
For Ages 4-5 through 5th grade  

Dani Spring 
 419-966-1033  danispring@embarqmail.com 

 

JR. HIGH LUTHER LEAGUE  
For 6th, 7th & 8th grade  

Betty Meyer  
through the church office  

 

HIGH SCHOOL LUTHER LEAGUE  
for 9th through 12th grade  

Kristy Helberg 
kristyhe@hotmail.com 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

CATECHISM  
SUMMER SCHOOL 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
Kristy Helberg 

kristyhe@hotmail.com 
PROJECT NOEL 

Carolyn Schlade / Barb Wiechers 
614-406-9107 schlade@bright.net 

 

Contact the Church Office   
419-758-3321  bethch@bright.net 

For  
Lydia Circle  

 

Worship Assistants  
* Readers 

*Sound Technician  
*Projection Technician  

*Greeters 
*Worship Folder Assembly 

 

Shut - in Ministry  
Betty Marihugh 

 

Library  
Millie Meyer through the church office 

Altar Care  
Church Office 

  

New Location for the  

        Library!  

 

Thank you to the trustees and all who 

helped move the library into the north wing 

this past week.  

 

Books are still being arranged and put in 

their places but it is open to all!  
 

Come check out the new location in the 

north wing and while there check out a 

book or  DVD! 

YOUTH NEWS EMAIL  
 

E-mail Kristy if you would like to 

receive a weekly e-mail about 

Youth event information and  

calendar reminders.  
 

kristyhe@hotmail.com 

General Fund 5,536.12$         

Building Fund 9.85                 

Permanent Improvement Fund 12,034.47         

Memorial Fund 6,648.49          

Scholarship Fund 2,971.07          

Christmas Fund (213.19)            

Outreach Fund 1,145.11          

Library Fund 136.12             

Office Machines Fund 4,616.79          

Youth Ministry Leadership Fund 1,741.41          

Parking Lot Fund 7,081.77          

Parsonage Fund (21,299.47)        

Project Noel Fund 6,516.40          

Roof Fund 3,935.16          

Hymnal Fund 2,488.58          

Total 33,348.68$       

Treasurer's Report 

Balances at December 31, 2015

mailto:jbos22@bright.net
mailto:danispring@embarqmail.com
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We would like to thank everyone for 

their cards, congratulations, and those 

that attended the open house for our 50th 

wedding anniversary.    

   ~ Ken & Cindy Drewes 

 
 

Thank you to the congregation for the 

beautiful plant and the candy I  

received at Christmas. Thanks also to  

Pastor Terry for brining them to me. It 

made my Christmas special. Thank you 

also to the church organizations for re-

membering me with their greeting cards 

this past year. I enjoyed it all. God Bless! 
   

    ~ Mildred Flory  

 
 

The Family of Carmen Wiechers would 

like to thank everyone for their prayers, 

thoughts and cards.  We are very thankful 

for all who brought food, helped with the 

funeral luncheon or came to help us cele-

brate her life.  She loved her Bethlehem 

family and we have felt your love for her 

in your thoughtfulness and kindness to 

us. 
 

Many thanks to Pastor Terry for all the 

support he gave and time he spent with 

Mom and our family. 
 

  

 
 

Thank you for your many prayers, cards 

and concerns sent to me after my illness 

and surgery last winter. Things are finally 

beginning to look brighter for me.  
 

A special thanks to Pastor Terry for his 

concerns, his many visits to the hospital, 

nursing home and at my home. Also a big 

thanks to him for being with my family 

during my surgery which took place on  

12-29-14 at 2:00 a.m. All was greatly  

appreciated. Godôs blessings to all of 

you!   

  ~ Ken & Wylodene Durham 
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Thrivent Policy Holders 
Turn your faith into action! Good things 

happen when people unite to make a  
difference.  

Reminder that all Thrivent members are eligi-
ble to apply for TWO action team projects per 

calendar year. This totals $500 dollars per 
member for 2016. There are several events at 
Bethlehem that can use this seed money, or 
check out Thriventôs website for other ideas. 

Contact Kristy or church council if you are  
willing to apply.  

 

JUNIOR LUTHERAN  

SWIM PARTY  

 

FEBRUARY 14TH 

Save the date and look for more  

details to come in the February  

bulletins 

Join Pastor Terry  
for Breakfast &  

Bibles  
the first Saturday 

of the month  
beginning March 5th  

7 a.m.  

 

Additional help is needed on the 

Altar Care Committee. If you 

would like more information or 

would like to serve on this com-

mittee, please contact Pastor 

Terry, Sue Garmyn, Linda 

Behnfeldt, Lynette Gerken, Julie 

Schudel or Pam Lymanstall. 

Ellie Wiemken is collecting plastic bottle caps,  

plastic container lids, deodorant lids, hair spray 

caps, peanut butter lids, mayonnaise jar lids, deter-

gent caps, medicine bottle caps, ointment tube caps.  

No metal caps, fast food drink lids, lotion pumps 

or soap pumps.  

The Lids must be completely clean! 

These caps will be used to make benches for Sarahôs 

Garden. More information can be found at ñA bench 

for capsò, GreenTreePlastics.com 

These will be collected through March 

 

Join us for our Lenten  
Services at 7:30 p.m.  

on the following dates  
 
 

 

February 10th  
 
 

February 17th 
 

February 245th 
 

March2nd 
 

March 9th 
 

March 16th 
 

Palm Sunday  
March 20th 

Maundy Thursday  
March 24th 

Good Friday  
March 25th 

Easter   
March 27th 

https://www.thrivent.com/
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SUNDAY Ƌ  February 14th 
 

Bring your sweetheart out for a  

candle-light dinner 

Sponsored by the Bethlehem  

Jr. High Luther League 
 

Dinner Reservations may be made for the following times 

by signing up on the bulletin board outside the church office 

5:30, 6:00 or 6:30  

 

ON THE MENU: 

 

Adssxƍr K`r`fm` nq Ro`fgdssh 

Salad or apple sauce 

Garlic bread 

Fresh fruit & Dessert 

Drink 
 

The cost Ƌ Freewill donation  

Invite your family and friends to join you! 
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02/01  Sharon Villanueva 

02/02  Betty Marihugh 

02/02  Ellasyn Behnfeldt 

02/03  Barbara Wiechers 

02/03  Justin Wagner 

02/04  Elizabeth Behnfeldt 

02/05  Jennifer Gerken 

02/06  Owen Farmer 

02/08  Kenneth Gerken 

02/08  Rita Wagner 

02/10  Will Bostelman 

02/11  Bethany Behnfeldt 

02/13  Gary Hammon 

02/13  Brian Meyer 

02/13  Lisa Wagner 

02/16  Daniel Helberg 

02/17  Norma Bostelman 

02/17  Thomas Wiemken 

02/17  Levi Trausch 

02/17  Carter Hammon 

02/18  Daniel Wachtman 

02/18  Greggory Gerken 

02/21  Marvin Gebers 

02/21  Michael Haller 

02/22  Dennis Wiemken 

02/22  Lori Wilkerson 

02/22  Jamie Boff 

02/23  Pamela Hurst 

02/24  Lori Neff 

02/24  Taylor Dunbar 

02/25  Jean Plassman 

02/25  Mara Nagy 

02/25  Timothy Spring 

02/26  Daryl Neff 

02/27  Gwen Haller 

02/28  Sara Woolace 

 

02/03 Jeffrey Peter 

02/03 Kayla Helmke 

02/04 Brenda Aschemeier 

02/05 Teresa Hermiller 

02/06 Deborah Bostelman 

02/08 David Drewes 

02/08 Jason Schudel 

02/09 Mildred Meyer 

02/09 Beth Behrman 

02/12 Rodney Rethmel 

02/13 Calista Spring 

02/15 Alysha Villanueva 

02/16 Dean Helberg 

02/16 Sarah Sehlmeyer 

02/17 Todd Behnfeldt 

02/17 Nicholas Helmke 

02/17 Levi Spring 

02/19 Sharon Villanueva 

02/20 Marionette Baden 

02/20 Ryan Helmke 

02/21 Nathan Sobieck 

02/21 Alexis Kruse 

02/22 Donald Helmke 

02/22 Cheryl Helberg 

02/23  Barbara Wiechers 

02/24 Scott Bostelman 

02/25 Harriet Schroeder 

02/25 Jordan Wiemken 

02/26 Seth Wiechers 

02/28 Lynda Sobieck-Sheets 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence & Martha Cocke  

February 1st 

Happy 47th 

 

Steven & Amy Drewes  

February 14th 

Happy 18th 

 

Rodney & Norine Rethmel  

February 21 

Happy 40th 

 

Nick & Kelley Waisner  

February 27 

Happy 28th 

In Our Prayers  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lorna Behrens 
Wilfred Cordes 

 Hildegarde Meyer 
Dave Meyer 

Bill & Bert Bremer 
    Leona Hogrefe 
Florence Behnfeldt 

Mildred Flory  
Delbert Prigge 

Otto Meyer 
Andrew & Megan  

Marihugh 
Pam Lymanstall 
Eric Wiemken 

Kara Helberg-Herr 
The Family of  

Carmen Wiechers 
 

Military  
Ryan Helberg 
Joe Behnfeldt 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL   

Anchor   Because in ancient times an anchor represented safety, early Christians adopted 

it as a symbol of their hope in Christ. "We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm 

and secure" (Hebrews 6:19, NIV). Word play may have been involved: ankura, Greek for 

"anchor," sounds similar to en kurio, or "in the Lord." As Latin became Christians' primary 

language, however, the "anchor-Lord" connection would have faded. 
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