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Bthlehem

Lutheran Church near Okolona
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Open country, open hearts...
...rootedin God’s grace
...supporting our community
...serving the world
...passingit on

Pastor 6s

Happy New Year! Each New Year is often accom-
panied with making resolutions. While most of these
seem to be related to our physical health T eating
more healthily, dieting, and the like, it can also be a
time for us to either renew or commit to improving our
spiritual health as well.

On the third Sunday of Advent, my sermon fo-
cused on the topic of Radical Discipleship. In my
preparation, | was moved by how John the Baptist
was outraged at the people who were coming to be
baptized and their lack of sincerity. Most notably, he
observed that they were not living their lives as if
there was any transformation at all.

Lutherans often struggle with the tension between
grace and works. One of the tenets of our faith is justi-
fication. Luther and Melanchthon used Ephesians 2:8-
9 to make the point that God is the one who acts on
our part and not we
you have been saved through faith, and this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God -- not the result of
wor ks, so that no one
our faith matures and we realize what God has done
for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus,
how can we not be transformed and move to action
and share this good news.

In baptism, God forgives our sins and claims us as
God 6 s cihheils th the promise of eternal life.
We do nothing to deserve this gift of grace. Near the
end of the baptismal rite, we give a lighted candle to
the family and say to
shine before others that they may see your good
works and glorify your
p.231) In these waters of baptism, we die with Christ
and are raised again to a new life. | believe that we
have an expectation that things truly have changed
and that this is the beginning of a transformational
process.

The parents, sponsors, and we (the congregation)
make promises. In particular, the parents promise to
l'ive with their children
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach them the Lord O0s
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Bethlehem Beacon
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Commandments, place in their
hands the holy scriptures, and nur-
ture them in faith and prayer. We
and the sponsors promise to support
the family in their efforts and to pray
for them. :
At the time of our confirmation, \
we affirm our commitment to the
promises made in baptism. We pro-
claim our faith and assume the responsibility for the
continued maturation of our faith. We promise to con-
tinue to |ive among Godds
word of God and share in
claim the good news of God in Christ through word
and deed, to serve all people following the example of
Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the
earth. And the congregation recommits to support us
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that is easy for us to accomplish on our own. We
need others to help us and to hold us accountable.

[ isayeat, | am pldnirig Vg a sérmah seyies bn a s
Radical Discipleship and highlight for us some of its
characteristics. | pray that together we will find new
ways and opportunities to put our faith in action within
our daily lives and have a significant impact on our
surrounding communities.

God has blessed us and continues to work
through us to reach others through our various dona-
tions of time, talent, and treasures. However, the real-

t h eity ib thgt weicanelalsp much.neote. My wigion is that g h t

we, Bethlehem near Okolona, would be a place where

F aothérewill come and sea Jesus pregent(inLod® Wor-

ship, present in the Meal, and present in us.

My prayer is that Radical Discipleship becomes
more than just a New Yearos
tory has shown that most of us fail to keep these reso-
lutions. My prayer is that Radical Discipleship be-
comes a way of life for us and all those with whom we
come in contact.
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Council Meeting

December 21, 2015

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council meeting
December 21, 2015

The regularly scheduled December 2015 church council meeting was held upstairs, whiacmnaty
activities were also taking place downstairs. President Kenny Freytag brought the meeting to order, and Pas
Terry Courter began the devotional time with a discussi@ilent Night The origin of the song was ex-
pl ained, and Pastor Terry commented that this ti
|l nstead, he encouraged all of us to pause to hea
tions concluded with prayer.

The roll call of 15 council members was then taken. On a motion by Tom Behnfeldt and seconded by
Denny Gerken, it was decided to forego the reading of the previous council meeting minutes and to accept tt
November 2015 church council minutes as printed irBérgecon The motion passed.

Treasurer Sue Garmyn explained the consolidated fund activity report, as of November 30, 2015. She
noted that the activity in the grounds maintenan
penses. On a motion by Fred Bockel man and second
as presented. The motion passed.

Pastor Terry commented on the opportunity he and Ann had to enjoy their early Christmas gathering time
with their daughters and sem-law. He went on to mention the lightly attended Advent services. Project Noel
served 89 families, and he noted that Aéthis pro
do. o0 During this upcoming we eifks,shaAmg giftsdrom the eangrega- wi |
tion. As far as committee work is concerned, the Evangelism team is focusing to finalize names, addresses,
contact information to be used for the update to our database and to help provide for a possible visitation list
The constitution review work continues, as well. Pastor Terry concluded his report with a discussion of aver-
age worship attendance and giving. A reminder was given about his annual rostered leaders retreat set for n
month.

Kristy Hel berg began the Youth Director report
upcoming Childrends @hnientdmad . prAdgn dmoaxalidwel Ipr a
these last few weeks. The high school youth helped with the Project Noel toy shopping throughout the seasc
and their Christmas party was also held yesterday. The previous Sunday was the junior high Christmas part)
hosted by Betty Meyer, featuring fireworks among other fun activities. The Junior Lutherans and several adu
participated in caroling last week. Catechism classes have wrapped up for this fall and will continue in Janua
2016 with the eighth grade class. The Sunday School had many projects in Décemalier making cards,
filling candy tubes, etc. Looking forward to next month and the new year, the junior high youth are planning ¢
lasertag outing, while the high school youth will be serving the chili luncheon for the January 31, 2016 con-
gregational meeting. The Junior Lutherans will also arrange for crafts and a movie for the youth during the at
nual meeting time.

I n the deaconsd report, a potenti al new proced.
new calculators have been purchased to aid in this process. The mission/ministry cards and sharpened penc
will be checked in the pew racks. All council members were reminded of the help needed on Christmas Eve
for candy/gift distribution.

The trustees reported that new light bulbs have been ordered for the church marquee sign. Also, work ha
begun to construct a ridge or levee along the northern edge of the playground with hojieofing any
future flood waters away from the church basement. It was also mentioned that there have been some electr
problems in the parsonage.



The elders reported on their-going task of finding out the status of inactive members. Accurate ad-
dresses and phone numbers are being pursued, and atipllmeeting will be held in January 2016.

Presidenelect Kenny Wiechers reported that the constitution review work continues, as the committee
awaits the reyping of the document along with its proposed changes.

UnderOld Business the team working on the possible monitor project for the wing has arrived at their
own quote, and this information will be presented at the annual congregational meeting.

The pictorial directory update included information on a design meeting held with Universal Church Direc
tories earlier this month. Pictures from this Christmas season are being gathered, and another planning mee
will be held next month.

Our synod representative Marc Miller will be here on January 17, 2016 to discuss synod funds in a templs
talk format.

The trustees are continuing their discussions with the Altar Care Committee on the placement of cabinets
in the north wing to allow for the potential move of the library from the basement.

A possible Mission Festival 2016 speaker will be contacted. Ron Glusenkamp would discuss World Visio
and the ELCA worldwide, if available.

UnderNew Businessa release from membership was granted to Wade Rethmel and Nathan Helmke on a
motion by Lucas Durham and seconded by Dean Helberg. The motion passed.

The annual congregational meeting agenda was discussed. Items to be included will be the possible nee
purchase more ELW hymnals, the monitor for the wing, ballots, spending limit for council, bid jobs, pastor
and youth director salaries, and the release of the nominating committee.

Permission for the funeral of a former church member currently in hospice care was granted on a motion
by Fred Bockelman and seconded by Michelle Helberg. The motion passed.

A lengthy discussion was held concerning the future adjustments in newsletter deadlines, as requested b
church secretary Dana Hahn. Pastor Terry will update council in January 2016 after he has had more time tc
talk this over with Dana. A reminder was also given that all annual reports are due January 12, 2016.

On a motion by Dean Helberg and seconded by Sue Garmyn, the Luther League treasurer position will b
filled by Kelsey Gerken, as of January 1, 2016. In this capacity, Kelsey Gerken is approved as a signer on th
account (acct # 05940255540) and will be capable of making deposits and withdrawals. In addition, Sue
Garmyn will remain as a signer on this same account. The motion passed.

It was noted that the Christmas Eve service will include cdigtiéng, and the high school youth will be
assisting in this effort.

Looking forward, the next church council meeting will be held on Monday January 18, 2016 with the ex-
ecutive meeting at 6:30pm followed by the full council at 7:30 pm. The communion helper for February 7,
2016 will be Tom Behnfeldt.

The motion to adjourn was made by Lucas DurhgimT r e a s u r e r OBslanées ow. B@G, 2015

and seconded by Tom Behnfeldt. The motion passefl. General Fund $ (6,889.53)
The meeting concluded with the collective prayers f@r Building Fund 9.85
our congregational members, followedDyh e L o | dPgmganent Improvement Fund 12,004.47
Prayer. Memorial Fund 6,548.49
Scholarship Fund 2,971.07
Christmas Fund 2,390.46
Respectfully submitted, Outreach Fund 1,145.11
Jane M. Helberg ('-Di?f,rary,v'lzunho,' e i é%'gg
ICe IVlachines Fun . :
Jane M. Helberg Youth Ministry Leadership Fund 1,741.41
Parking Lot Fund 7,081.77
Parsonage Fund (22,407.50)
2016 Bethlehem Annual Meeting Project Noel Fund 7,197.41
Sunday, January 31st Roof Fund 3,935.16
Noon Hymnal Fund _ 2.423.58
Lunch served by Luther League prior to meeting Total $ 23,045.62
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WE ARE PRAYING FOR YQU Thank you for all the many cards and birthday

The Congregational Council prays wishes for my birthday. You all make a person feel
monthly for a rotating list of names of i good. ~~Virgil Meyer

our church families and send out posw(

cards to let those families know that

R\ Thank you for all the prayers and cards while | was
in the hospital and the birthday wishes on my 90th

you have been on our minds and hearts and infour | pirthday. God Bless! ~korna Bremer
prayers. We prayed for the following families at
the November council meeting.

Thank you to the Bethlehem Congregation for the
generous Christmas gift | received and for all the

If you would like to join us in praying for those Christmas Blessings | received. God Bless!
families, monthly, listed below are the families ~~Dana Hahn
that we lifted up in prayer this past Council A big THANK YOU to all for the many Christmas
meeting. goodies, cards, and gift you have to us. We continue
8 Kevin, Kim, Kendall & Karlee Dunbar tor be Elessed by all of your love, support and
R Bill, Krysann, Taylor, Riley & Blake Dunbar prayers. . N
: I n Christds |
R Mildred Bruns P T & A
R Lucas & Sarah Durham astor Terry nn
3 David Arps B
3 Joff & Deb Peter Church Directory Update
E a?\é'd g)'r\;:wes The initial meeting for the design of our directory
2 RI dreN .eye&r Rachel Rethmel was held recently with a representative from Univer-
g Dga’n I\C/)Irilcnheelle g(;nieelleeNiTslle 2 sal Church Directories. Church life pictures are still
’ Y ; being gathered at this time. All congregational or
McKenzie Helberg A
ders from Octoberdés photo
R Mary Baden . .
. pleted and delivered. If you have any questions Qn
5 Matt, Sarah & Ezekiel Sehimeyer our photo orders or church life photos to submit
B Todd & Chris Behnfeldt yourp P
R Sharon Villanueva
R Ryan, Joey & Kayla Helmke President Ken Freytag
President -Elect Ken Wiechers
Secretary Jane Helberg
i: ﬁ i'i l un ch Treasurer Sue Garmyn
A chili lunch after the church service on January 31st Deacons Lucas Durham
prior to the annual meeting sponsored by the Grgg?aneﬁ?ggg
Luther League Ethan Wiechers
. . Menu: . Elders Michelle Helberg
Chili, grilled cheese, desserts and drink Fred Bockelman
Free will offering will be accepted Dean Helberg
Dawn Gerken
Our Christian Sympathy to the JWigkes Qiegigbsieinay
. . Denny Gerken
_ family of Kay Beilharz who passed Matt Fronk
sty A WaY November 25th. | Kayods f un er ®nhBehnfeldt
» ¥ ¥ y— was here o.n the 30th of N.ovemb.er' Youth Director Kristy Helberg
" et May God give you peace in this time
of sorrow. Pastor Rev. Terry Courter
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BETHLEHEM CONTACTS FOR
MINISTRY AND SERVICE
If interested in:
KIDZ CLUB
Jeri Bostelman
4197583554 jbos22@bright.net

JR. LUTHERANS
For Ages 4-5 through 5th grade
Dani Spring
419966-1033 danispring@embargmail.com
JR. HIGH LUTHER LEAGUE
For 6th, 7th & 8th grade
Betty Meyer
through the church office

HIGH SCHOOL LUTHER LEAGUE
for 9th through 12th grade
Kristy Helberg
kristyhe @hotmail.com

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
SUMMER SCHOOL

I
I
I
I
I
I
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL !
I
I
I
I
‘
I
I
I

Kristy Helberg
kristyhe@hotmail.com
PROJECT NOEL
Carolyn Schlade / Barb Wiechers
614-406-9107 schlade@bright.net

Contact the Church Office
419-758-3321 bethch@bright.net
For
Lydia Circle

Worship Assistants

* Readers
*Sound Technician

*Projection Technician

*Greeters
*Worship Folder Assembly
*Worship Power Point
*Assist with Worship Foldersd Large Text

Shut -in Ministry
Betty Marihugh

Library
Millie Meyer through the church office

—

Thank you to the donor < aay (3
of the book4th Course of @@r’y
Chicken Soup for the Soul.

New in the Library

All'is Calm, All is Bright,
written by Colleen Coble

Return to Christmas
was written by Kathi Macias

Lena Yoder wrote,
My Life as an Amish Wife.

Blessed, Blessed, Blessed,
was written by Missy Robertson &
Beth Clark.

These are all new books located in the
library, check them out!

New DVDO6s in t
The Harbinger Decoded
Fireproof
Courageous.

h e

Sunday School

For the month of January we will beiHfometown

Nazareth)earning about where Jesus was a kid. Join

us as we explore:

Week 1 (January 3):
Jesus had a family, we do too
Week 2 (January 10):
Jesus had a name, we do too
Week 3 (January 17):
Jesus had a home, we do too.
Week 4 (January 24):
Jesus went to church, we do too
Week 5 (January 31):
Jesus served others, we do too

L
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR JANUARY
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Items for the worship folders will be ready by noon on Wednesday.

NOTE:

The Family of Kay Beilharz woulc'
like to thank everyone for their
thoughts, prayers and cards at this
time. Also, if you called, visited
brought food, and helped in an)Thank You!
way. We are so very thankful for all or
you! My mom loved everyone and we have felt th
love from you!

at

Thank you, Pastor, for being there for us and that

you do!
Kara Drewes & Family

HOUTHAGTIVITES FOR IANUARY

JUNIOR LUTHERANS will meet Sunday, Janu-
ary 31st during the annual meeting. Stay for the
Luther League lunch after worship and then we
will watch a movie and make Valentine crafts in
the basement during the annual meeting.

JUNIOR HIGH LUTHER LEAGUE we will go to
laser tag on Sunday, January 24th. We will
leave right after worship and have lunch and
then laser tag. We will return to the church
around 3:30 p.m.

ReachOut2016 Ti nora Hi gh Sc
Huddle is hosting Reach Out 2016 at Pettisville
Missionary Church on Sunday, January 17th
from6-8 p. m. This year 6s
McFarland. College, High School and Middle
School students are invited to this FREE life-
changing event! The evening will include a time
of worship, meeting other students and
inspiration.

Dear Bethlehem Church: A5
We cannot thank you enough for FEJX
the use of your church and organ for_ <75
Matthewds music “H”lff:{rz}\ i
wi s h! Matthewds cuncer
$2100 for his classmat
have done it without the use of your facility.
Thank you,

Matthew Wachtman & Family
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JANUARY

Robert Brown 01/01
Richard Lime 01/01
Karen Helmke 01/05
Lucas Durham 01/05
Kacey Wilkerson  01/05
Ella* Schaublin 01/06
Tootie Bockelman 01/07
Thomas Behnfeldt 01/07
Sarah Sehlmeyer 01/08
Alysha Villanueva 01/08
Mildred Meyer 01/11
David Arps 01/11
Todd Wachtman  01/11
Nicholas Meyer 01/11

Brenda Aschemeier 01/12
Lynda SobieckSheets 01/13

Julie Wilkerson 01/13
Teresa Hermiller  01/15
David Drewes 01/16
Brooke Lime 01/18
Alexis Kruse 01/18
Sydney Gerken 01/18
Alec Blue 01/19
India Castillo 01/19
Nicholas Wagner 01/21
Jordan Wiemken 01/21
Cody Tietje 01/24
Martha Cocke 01/25
Beth Behrman 01/25
Scott Bostelman 01/25
Marionette Baden 01/26
Erin Lange 01/26
Nathan Sobieck 01/27

MacKenzie Hammon 01/29

Seth Wiechers 01/29
Donald Helmke 01/30
Harriet Schroeder 01/31
Cheryl Helberg 01/31
Todd Behnfeldt 01/31
Annette Behrman 01/31

Baptisms 14

Birthdays

01/01
01/05
01/08
01/08
01/08
01/10
01/11
01/11
01/12
01/12
01/13
01/15
01/17
01/17
01/20
01/20
01/20
01/22
01/23
01/23
01/24
01/25
01/26
01/27
01/27
01/28
01/29
01/29
01/31

Arlene Freytag
Joshua Wiemken
Emilie Gerken
Cole Norden
Michalla Bachman
Lorna Bremer
Marlene Bockelman
Amy Drewes
Jacob Bostelman
Kylee Drewes
Joseph Behnfeldt
Delmer Bockelman
Lucas Hesterman
Kacey Wilkerson
Kendall Dunbar
Kevin Dunbar
William Dunbar
Thomas Behnfeldt
Von Helberg
Layne Neff
Alberta Bremer
Karen Helmke
Todd Wachtman
Mildred Bruns
Nicholas Meyer
Nathan Meller
Lucas Durham
Isabel Lymanstall
David Arps

2

In Our Prayers

Lorna Behrens
Wilfred Cordes
Hildegarde Meyer
Dave Meyer
Bill & Bert Bremer
Leona Hogrefe
Florence Behnfeldt
Mildred Flory
Delbert Prigge
Otto Meyer
Ken Durham
Carmen Wiechers
Kara HelbergHerr
Taylor Fausey
The Family of
Kay Beilharz
The Family of
Bob Burkholder
The Family of
Ed Fulde

. /\?\'77//,//'/',/?(?7})(‘ P s

Orville & Karen Dickerson
January 10th
Happy 40th

Kenneth & Cynthia Drewes
January 15th
Happy 50th

Beginning in2014 all
newsletter items are
due on theél5thof each
month.

%l EADLINE:

Newsletter Articles

N

OYCuan. 121

Annual reports are due in
the church office in order
to prepare the annual
report.

Thank you!!

Shell

A scallop shell, pointing downward
with three drops of water falling frorI]
it, is often used to symbolize baptis
and the washing away of sin. The
three water droplets stand for the
Trinity: Father, Son, Holy Spirit.
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